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Honorable Sirs:





	I would appreciate advice from rabbis specializing in Second Temple era history, both to advise me in reconstructing N'tzarim tradition within a Halakhic perspective and to provide liaison for continuing cooperation. Just to clear the air, the N'tzarim regard Y"shu as a pagan idol and Christianity as a pagan religion.


	For many years I have been reconstructing the tradition of the Torah-observant N'tzarim (נצרים, "Nazarene Jews"), from their inception during the Second Temple until the Christians (נוצרים) eradicated them for their refusal to abandon Halakhic Torah-observance. Even ancient church historians agree that during this entire period the N'tzarim were separate and distinct from, and opposed and condemned by, the gentile (and antinomian) Christians. My analysis, which is based on the findings of leading scholars and sources such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Pseudepigrapha, suggests that, right up to their eradication by the Christians in 333 C.E., the N'tzarim lived a Halakhic life of Torah-observance in the Rabbinic (Pharisaic)  community.


	The implications for combatting anti-Semitism in the Christian world are enormous. We maintain that the N'tzarim Jews who followed Y'hohshua, and who promulgate his teachings, are Halakhic and Torah-observant Jews who were never connected with Christianity in any way. The very existence of Torah-observant N'tzarim Jews is living contradiction of the antinomian and anti-Semitic claims of Christianity. This is why the Christians eradicated the N'tzarim in 333 C.E.


	The N'tzarim objective is twofold: 1) to encourage an in-depth and enlightened attempt to relate to the larger (secular) Jewish community and bring them to t'shuva and 2) to bring the non-Jewish world to relate to and embrace Torah-observance in fulfillment of Zech. 8:23: "In those days ten men from each language of the goyiym shall grasp and hold the fringe of a Jewish man saying  We will go with you for we have heard that Elohim is with you’"


	I am the first N'tzarim since 333 C.E. and the first N'tzarim Pakid since the fifteenth Pakid, Y'huda, was expelled from Jerusalem along with other Jews in 135 C.E. My wife and I were converted by a proper and orthodox Beyt Diyn and prominent orthodox rabbis in the United States. Our conversion was verified by the Ministry of Interior when we made aliya under the Law of Return in 1985. At the time of my conversion I had been long and widely known by the Jewish community as a N'tzarim, and leader of the N'tzarim synagogue. Prior to converting us, the rabbis and Beyt Diyn thoroughly examined my N'tzarim views. All N'tzarim cooperate with the orthodox community in any way we can, attend an orthodox synagogue and rely on orthodox institutions in matters of marriage, conversion and the like.


	Before one can understand the N'tzarim, two crucial conventions of definition must be rigorously followed:


1.) References to the historical Jew of Nazareth as found in the ancient Jewish source documents must be ascribed, by definition, to Y'hohSHUah Bar-Yosef Ben-David of Nazareth (born in Bethlehem circa 4 B.C.E.) while contradictory attributes deriving from Christian sources must be ascribed to Y"shu (Je^us; cf. Ex. 23:13; Dt. 12:3 & Josh. 23:7). This is not merely pedantic as my soon-to-be-published book, The N'tzarim Reconstruction of the Hebrew Matityahu (NRM), shows from the ancient source documents that the two are not only mutually exclusive but have always been diametric opposites.


2.) References to the N'tzarim ("Nazarene") Jews must likewise be carefully delineated from references to gentile Christians and Christianity. That the two are mutually exclusive, unconnected and diametrically opposite is clear not only from the testimony of the N'tzarim themselves according to ancient church historians, but also from events. In 333 C.E. the gentile Christian church eradicated the N'tzarim Jews because they would not abandon Halakhic Torah-observance. To assert that these were all one group of Christians is ludicrous.


	My analysis suggests that, while Halakha has certainly rejected Y"shu and Christianity, Halakha has not rejected the Torah-observant Y'hohshua Bar-Yosef Ben-David and his Torah-observant N'tzarim followers. Rather, Halakha has always been tolerant of the N'tzarim, from Gamaliel's initial pronouncement in the Sanhedrin Gadol up through 333 C.E. when the N'tzarim were eradicated by Christians under Constantine for their refusal to abandon Torah-observance.


	When the Sadducean priest killed the first pakid of the N'tzarim, Ya'akov Bar-Yosef Ben-David (the brother of Y'hohshua), Josephus records that it was the Pharisees — the Halakhic community — who condemned the act and again reiterated the Halakhic position of tolerance toward the N'tzarim, indicating that Ya'akov was held in great esteem. During the period of Halakhic rejection and condemnation of Y"shu and Christianity there was a simultaneous Halakhic tolerance, and even respect, for the Torah-observant N'tzarim.


	Subsequent to the destruction of the Second Temple and the advent of Christianity, the Jewish community was beset with Christians who believed in Y"shu. The Halakhic community, through such devices as the Birkhat HaMinim (enacted previously against the Syrian-Hellenists), acted to filter Christians and believers in Y"shu from the legitimate Jewish community. The anomaly in popular thinking is that, while Y"shu and the Christians were rejected and expelled by the Halakhic community, the N'tzarim continued to live in harmony within the Halakhic community for more than three centuries!


	Today's reconstruction of the N'tzarim tradition offers a historic opportunity to work together to nullify the ultimate causal factors of anti-Semitism in the Christian world. For two decades already the N'tzarim have maintained a low profile while reclaiming many Jewish youth from Christian messianic organizations and restoring them to orthodox synagogues. We have also been very active in bringing the world to embrace Torah-observance, seeding the Christian community with intractable questions which are now reaping increasing numbers of B'ney Noakh even though they are entirely unaware of N'tzarim efforts. The only thing which has kept us from cooperating more openly is the fear, which seriously hampers our efforts, of being rejected and contradicted by the orthodox community. We could do inestimably more if the Jewish community will advise us and point to us saying to the Christians, ‘How can you [Christians] claim such things when the authentic followers of this Jew, the N'tzarim, are Torah-observant, they accept the principle of Halakha and are part of our community?’


	At present we are compiling a brochure defining the N'tzarim and would particularly appreciate the input of rabbinic scholars who are specialized in this area to help us reconstruct the N'tzarim within their natural Halakhic context. If you could point out Halakhic problems in my book before it is published it would be very beneficial for us all too. Please let me know how we can work together.





בברכות תורה,








ירמיהו בן-דוד, פקיד ט”ז





P.S. I apologize that my Hebrew isn't yet adequate for correspondence or conversation. For the time being please help in English.


N'tzarim... Authentic








